2019 Jack West Barossa Valley
Grenache
With a first name John and a family name anchored deep in the story
of the Barossa’s western ridge, John Lienert is often known as ‘Jack
West’. A name that rings big and bold, just like the character of these
wines. Big and generous, made in the vineyard and hitting the mark
for those seeking classic Barossa reds.

Vineyards
Brothers John and James Lienert converted the family’s farm on the
western edge of the Barossa Valley from cropping to vineyards,
planting the first vines in the distinctive rich red loam over limestone
soils in 2001. Every grape used to craft a Jack West wine is grown in
those vineyards, where the broad blue skies, long sunny days and
famed ‘terra rossa’ soils allow big flavor and solid structure to
develop naturally. The elevated position takes advantage of
afternoon sea breezes from nearby St Vincent Gulf to cool the
canopy, producing bright aromatics and retaining natural acidity in
the wines.

2019 Vintage
The 2019 vintage was a challenging one with extreme conditions at
both ends of the season, from frost and hail at the beginning to
extreme heat at the end. However, the Grenache being the resilient
bastard that it is took it all in without issue and showed us why it has
been a stalwart of the Barossa for so many years.

Winemaking
The fruit for the 2019 Jack West Grenache came from the fabled
Fabal vineyard which happen to be close neighbours to the estate
and so has very similar soils and climatic conditions. Harvested mid
March 2019 on a rare mild day for the vintage, the fruit was
destemmed to a 2.5t coffin bin with ~25% whole bunches layered on
the bottom for complexity and spice. Following a 2-week maceration
with daily hand plunging and the odd foot stomp the Grenache was
gently basket pressed to avoid excessive tannin extraction.
Maturation of the wine took place in old French oak hogsheads for
approximately 10 months and bottled in March 2020 (ie. Peak
vintage...I never learn).

Tasting Note
Cherry red in colour, aromas of mum’s lavender, strawberry compote
and white pepper and thyme hints at the whole bunch character. The
freshness on the palate is vibrant and bouncy, with a good level of
complexity giving this wine a great balance of fruit, spice, mouthfeel
and acidity. You have already lingered too long reading this... slurp it
down now!
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